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Fourth Sunday of Advent (C)

First Reading: Micah 5:1-4

Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over Israel.

The Lord says this: You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least of the clans of Judah, out of
you will be born for me the one who is to rule over Israel; his origin goes back to the
distant past, to the days of old. The Lord is therefore going to abandon them till the
time when she who is to give birth gives birth. Then the remnant of his brothers will
come back to the sons of Israel. He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the
Lord, with the majesty of the name of his God. They will live secure, for from then on
he will extend his power to the ends of the land. He himself will be peace.
The word of the Lord. R/. Thanks be to God.

God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.

Responsorial Psalm:

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

Here | am! | am coming to obey your will.

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: You who wanted no sacrifice or
oblation, prepared a body for me. You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for
sin; then | said, just as | was commanded in the scroll of the book, 'God, here | am! |
am coming to obey your will." Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law
lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the holo-
causts and the sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he says:
Here | am! | am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it
with the second. And this will was for us to be made holy by the offering of his body
made once and for all by Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord. R/. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia, Alleluia!

| am the handmaid of the Lord:

let what you have said be done to me. Alleluia!

Gospel Acclamation:

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-45

Why should | be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord?

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah.
She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth
heard Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, 'Of all women you are the most blessed,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should | be honoured with a visit from the
mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my
womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by
the Lord would be fulfilled.'
The Gospel of the Lord. R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
And his name will be called Emmanuel.

Communion Antiphon:

At his General Audience on Wednesday, Pope Francis reflected on the upcoming
L feast of Christmas, which is filled with “the surprises of Jesus.” Pope Francis’

\ catechesis on Christmas was focused on the idea of “surprises.” While the world

\ insists on exchanging presents, the Holy Father asked, “what gifts and surprises

would God want?”

Looking back at the first Christmas, the Pope said it was “full of surprises,” for Mary, for Joseph.
From the Angel’s announcement of Mary’s pregnancy, to the Flight into Egypt, that first Christ-
mas “brought unexpected changes” to their lives.
“But it was in the middle of the night of Christmas,” Pope Francis said, “that the biggest surprise
of all arrived: The Most High is a little baby.” Christmas, he said, means celebrating the
“unprecedented things of God,” or rather, “the unprecedented God.”
The Pope said that “doing Christmas” means “welcoming on earth the surprises of heaven.” It
means helping the needy, as Jesus came down to help us in our neediness; trusting in God, as
Mary did, even if we don’t understand his plans; rising up, as Joseph did, to accomplish God’s
will, even if it means changing our own plans.
If, on the other hand, we prefer the usual, mundane celebrations, we risk doing Christmas
wrong. “If Christmas remains [only] a beautiful traditional feast,” where the focus is on ourselves
rather than Jesus, “it will be a lost opportunity,” the Pope said. “Please, don’t make Christmas
worldly!”
And so, he explained, it will really be Christmas “if, like Joseph, we make room for silence; if, like
Mary, we say ‘Here | am’ to God; if, like Jesus, we are close to those who are alone; if, like the
shepherds, we go out of our enclosures to be with Jesus.”
“Dear brothers and sisters,” Pope Francis said in conclusion, “have a good Christmas, rich in the
surprises of Jesus!”

There is no better way of preparing for Christmas, which is now so close, than by
keeping Mary company, getting to know her and deepening our love and trust in
| her. Mary imparts a great joy to our souls, because when we turn to her she
leads us to Christ.
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Peoples Ponderings:

| would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Blessed and Holy Christmas and
New Year, and also to express my heartfelt thanks for all the hard work that is done in
the Parish throughout the year; without your hard work and dedication the Parish
wouldn’t be able to function.

It has been a frustrating few months with my back problems and | am due to have a
scan early in the New Year to hopefully get to the source of the problem. I'm very grate-
ful for all your good wishes and prayers these last few months and | apologise that |
have not been able to go visiting etc as | would have liked to. | hope that 2019 will be
better and it has been a pleasure to have Canon Geoffrey here to help over Christmas.
The Christmas celebrations are also a chance to welcome those who are visiting this
area for Christmas, those who have not been for a while and those who are maybe at-
tending for the first time. Unlike the inns in Bethlehem there is room and you are most
welcome. We pray that your encounter with Christ this Christmas will encourage you to

join us more regularly for Mass in 2019.  Fr. Neil

= Reflection: The Christian community || Prayer: Father God, when we consider
W }) from its earliest days to the present your servant Mary, what we see is a
has recognized that the coming of Je- | | humility and obedience that is so often
sus and his pastoral mission of peace ||lacking in our own lives. As we hear
initiated the realization of Micah’s messian- || your word again, and consider the one
ic promises. Until those promises are com- || through whose body you entered this
pletely fulfilled at Jesus’ second coming, it || world, remind us of the meaning of hu-
devolves upon believers to bear their share || mility and grant us a confidence of @

of responsibility for peace and justice in the || faith that knows your promises to
world. us are always fulfilled. Amen




