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Hospital:  If you wish to receive a visit 
from a priest while in hospital, or 
know someone who wishes to re-

ceive a visit, you must explicitly re-
quest this by ringing 01724844895. 
The clergy do not have access to 

patient lists produced by the hospital 

Pope Francis’ Tweet of the 
Week:  

The joy of the gospel fills the 
hearts and lives of all who 
encounter Jesus. Those who 
accept His offer of salvation 
are set free from sin, sorrow, 
inner emptiness and isolation.  

If you are housebound,  
unable to attend Mass, and 
would like to receive Holy 

Communion please contact  
Fr. Matthew or Fr. Lim  

on 01724 844895  
to arrange a visit. 

Please remem-
ber in your  

prayers all those 
in our parish 

who are sick or  
housebound,  

and those whose   
anniversaries  
occur at this 

time 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are  
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment  receive  
You sacramentally, come at least  

spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were  
already there and unite myself  

wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You.  Amen. 

The 
month of 

November 
is dedicat-
ed to the  

Holy 
Souls 

Weekly Mass schedule for  St. Bernadette’s, Holy Souls 
and  St. Thomas’ Gainsborough  can be found on St. 
Bernadette’s website: www.stbernadettesashby.org   

Next Sunday:  there  will be a 
Collection for flowers to  
decorate the church for  

Christmas 

MASS TIMETABLE     

Date Day Time Liturgical Celebration Mass Intention 

28th Nov Sunday 9.00am First Sunday of Advent (C) Thank you to St. Norbert’s Stewards 
and all helpers. 

29th Nov Monday  Advent Feria 

30th Nov Tuesday  St. Andrew, Apostle (Feast)  -  Patron Saint of Scotland 

1st Dec Wed’day 10.00am Advent Feria or  
The Martyrs of Derbyshire 

Peter Crawford, RIP 

2nd Dec Thur’day  Advent Feria 

3rd Dec Friday  St. Francis Xavier, priest & doctor (memorial) 

4th Dec Saturday  Advent Feria or St. John Damascene, priest & doctor, optional memorial 

5th Dec Sunday 9.00am Second Sunday of Advent 
(C) 

Maura Hey, RIP 
                                    Karena & Anne 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   By request before either Sunday or Wednesday Mass. 

For those who 
use Direct Giving 
Envelopes please 
collect them from 
the table as you  

enter church. 

Synod 2021  -  2023 
 

At the third meeting, 
to be held at St. 

Thomas of Canter-
bury’s church on 

Friday 3rd  
December at about 
10.30am preceded 

by Mass at 
10.00am. All are 

welcome 

ROTAS:- 
GREETERS 

28/11:  Margaret Watson 
05/12:  Sheila & David Eade 
————————————————— 

READERS 
28/11:  Izzy Wenn 
05/12:  Helen Condliff 
————————————————— 

COUNTERS (Monthly) 
 

Rota to begin in January 
————–——-—————————— 

TEA & COFFEE 
 

Rota to begin in January 
—————————————–———

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Louise Wenn & Margaret Daniels 
—————–——-————————— 

CLEANING (2 Wkly) 
Church: 
29/11—Alicia Keen & Pauline Carney 
10/12—Liz Hasselby & Rebecca Kirk 
 
Church Hall and Liturgy Room: 

 Rota to begin in January 
————————————————— 
CHURCH HALL:  
Bookings: Bill Flanagan-01427874557 
Keys: Ray & Margaret Bassindale 
—————————————————— 

If you are unavailable on the date 
please arrange a substitute or contact 
either Helen Condliff (01427 753642) 

or Jane (01724 711434) 

What can be more incredible and miraculous than Christ’s 
coming at Christmas – the Word made flesh – fully human 
and fully divine? 
Thankfully, our National Office for Vocation (NOV) is offer-
ing a video Advent Calendar this year focussed on keep-
ing Christ at the heart of our Christmas journey. 
Starting on the First Sunday of Advent, 28 November, you 
can watch a video every day in which each contributor 
gives a message on the importance of ‘Keeping Christ in 
Christmas’. 
There are a total of 29 messages and you can watch one-
a-day until the Feast of the Holy Family. 
Visit NOV’s calendar page (www.ukvocations.org/advent) 
or follow the social media channels where the messages 
will be widely shared. 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube 

Prayer Cards and Letter to Parishioners from  
Fr. Matthew and Father Lim: 

A big thank you to all who have been able to return to 
Mass and have made us both so welcome since we 
came. Due to the pandemic we know that there are many 
parishioners who have not yet felt able to return to Mass. 
We would be grateful if you could take home a prayer 
card and a copy of our letter to give to a friend or relative. 

The Children’s  
Liturgy has  

recommenced for 
any children attend-

ing Sunday Mass 

Today -  this year’s Walk with 
Me (Advent Booklet—£1) is 
available at the back of 
Church. There is a meditation 
and prayer for each day of Ad-
vent and Christmastide.  

12th December  
Second Collection for 

Poor and Needy  
Parishes 

http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/
http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/
https://www.ukvocation.org/advent
https://www.ukvocation.org/advent
https://twitter.com/ukvocation
https://www.facebook.com/ukvocations
https://www.instagram.com/nationalofficeforvocation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2TGZWC-ElgGrDZMxBWhaXg


First Sunday of Advent (C) 

First Reading:        Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

See, the days are coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I am going to fulfil the 
promise I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah:  
  In those days and at that time,  
  I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David,  
  who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land.  
  In those days Judah shall be saved  
  and Israel shall dwell in confidence.  
  And this is the name the city will be called:  
  The Lord-our-integrity. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul 
 

Second Reading:       1 Thessalonians 3:12 - 4:2 
 

May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make you love one another and 
the whole human race as much as we love you. And may he so confirm your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless in the sight of our God and Father when our Lord 
Jesus Christ comes with all his saints. 
Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make more and 
more progress in the kind of life that you are meant to live: the life that God wants, as 
you learnt from us, and as you are already living it. You have not forgotten the instruc-
tions we gave you on the authority of the Lord Jesus. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!   
    Let us see, O Lord, your mercy  
    and show us your saving help. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading        Luke 21:25-28.34-36 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on 
earth nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves; men 
dying of fear as they await what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be 
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. When these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, be-
cause your liberation is near at hand. 
 'Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and 
drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a 
trap. For it will come down on every living man on the face of the earth. Stay awake, 
praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to stand 
with confidence before the Son of Man.' 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  The Lord will bestow his bounty,  
     and our earth shall yield its increase. 

Prayer:  Lord, I thank you 
for your love. Forgive me 
for the times when I wan-
der away from you. Rather 
than basking in the warmth 
and brightness of you I see 
you dimly at a distance. 
Lord, help me to draw  
closer today, to seek you 
and to worship you 
and know again your 
affection for me. 
Amen   

Reflection: What better gift can we give to Jesus at Christmas 
than to have lived Advent in union with him? What better gift can 
we give to Jesus at Christmas than to have removed from our 
lives this Advent anything and everything that keeps us apart 

from Jesus? What better gift can we give Jesus at Christmas than to be 
able to say to him, “During Advent I reformed my life because I love you 
as my Lord”? If there is anything therefore in our lives that is not pleas-
ing to Jesus we can use this time of Advent to break with sin and leave 
sin behind so that we can stay awake and pray waiting for Jesus. We 
want to give Jesus this gift of our lives because just as Jeremiah looked 
to Jesus as God’s promise we also look to Jesus this Advent as God’s 
promise in our lives.  

Vocation Discernment Evening: ‘When a person is conquered by the Fire of His gaze, no 
sacrifice seems too great to follow Him.’ If you feel called to the Priesthood and want to 
know more, join us at the Vocation Centre, Our Lady & St Edward’s, 247 Gordon Road, 
Nottingham, NG3 2LG on Friday 26th November at 7 pm for a time of prayer, informal dis-
cussion and social time. For more information email: vocations@dioceseofnottingham.uk 
 
Young Adult Pilgrimage: on Saturday 27th November, our Vocation Directors Father Neil 
and Father Liam will lead a pilgrimage in honour of Venerable Mary Potter. Meet at 10 am 
outside St Barnabas Cathedral to visit the Mary Potter Heritage Centre followed by prayers 
at her tomb and then Mass with Bishop Patrick. Please do join them if you can or pass the 
message on to other 18-35’s. 
 
Fellowship and Formation for Young Adults 18-35: Join the Diocesan team at their next 
monthly meeting on 2nd December 2021 at St Barnabas Cathedral commencing 6.30 pm 
with prayer followed by talk and discussion at 7.30 and then at 8 pm, moving to the local 
pub to continue the conversation. For further information contact the Vocation Director Fr 
Neil Peoples at  vocations@dioceseofnottingham.uk  or Fr Liam Carpenter at Our Lady & 
St Edward’s, Nottingham 0115 9501064 

Advent Calendars 
Rooted in a tradition that spans 
centuries of church history, the 
modern version of the Advent 
calendar has been around since 
the nineteenth century. Emerg-
ing from a protestant Christian 
context, Advent calendars carry 
an underlying spiritual message 
of anticipation and hope. By 
helping us remember and  
reflect on the coming of Jesus 
Christ, Advent calendars can be 
a valuable aid for Christian  
families. While many outside 
the Christian tradition enjoy 
their yearly countdown calendar 
(and its hidden treats), the 
meaning behind the Advent cal-
endar remains steeped in reli-
gious themes. More than just a 
countdown, marking the 
days of Advent serves 
as a time of spiritual 
reflection and prepara-
tion.  

Advent has a two-fold character: it is a time of prepara-
tion for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First 
Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered; 
and likewise when, by remembrance of this, minds and 
hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second Com-
ing at the end of time. 
For these two reasons, Advent is a period for devout 
and expectant delight. 
Sundays: Each gospel reading has a distinctive theme: 
the Lord's coming at the end of time (First Sunday of 
Advent), John the Baptist (Second and Third Sunday), 
and the events that prepared immediately for the Lord's 
birth (Fourth Sunday). 
The Old Testament readings are prophecies about the 
Messiah and the Messianic age, especially from the 
Isaiah. 
The readings from an apostle serve as exhortations 
and as proclamations, in keeping with the different 
themes of Advent. 
 

Advent Week 1: Hope (or promise) 
The first candle on the Advent wreath symbol-
izes HOPE and is called the "Prophet’s Can-
dle." The prophets of the Old Testament, es-
pecially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messi-
ah’s arrival. 
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