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Hospital:  If you wish to receive a visit 
from a priest while in hospital, or 
know someone who wishes to re-

ceive a visit, you must explicitly re-
quest this by ringing 01724844895. 
The clergy do not have access to 

patient lists produced by the hospital 

Pope Francis’ Tweet of the 
Week:  

Let us ask for the grace to believe 
that with God things really do 
change, that he will banish our fears, 
heal our wounds, turn our arid places 
into springs of water. Let us ask for 
the grace of that hope, that revives 
our faith and rekindles our charity.  

If you are housebound,  
unable to attend Mass, and 
would like to receive Holy 

Communion please contact  
Fr. Matthew or Fr. Lim  

on 01724 844895  
to arrange a visit. 

Please remem-
ber in your  

prayers all those 
in our parish 

who are sick or  
housebound,  

and those whose   
anniversaries  
occur at this 

time 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are  
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment  receive  
You sacramentally, come at least  

spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were  
already there and unite myself  

wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You.  Amen. 

The month 
of  

December 
is  

dedicated 
to the  

Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekly Mass schedule for  St. Bernadette’s, Holy Souls 
and  St. Thomas’ Gainsborough  can be found on  

St. Bernadette’s website: www.stbernadettesashby.org   

TODAY: 
Second Collection for 

Poor and Needy Parishes 

MASS TIMETABLE     

Date Day Time Liturgical Celebration Mass Intention 

12th Dec Sunday 9.00am Third Sunday of Advent © 
Gaudete Sunday 

Doreen & Jim Schofield, RIP 
                                 Schofield Family 

13th Dec Monday  St. Lucy, memorial 

14th Dec Tuesday  St. John of the Cross, memorial 

15th Dec Wed’day 10.00am Advent Feria George Duffield - Birthday Intention 
                                   

16th Dec Thur’day  Advent Feria  

17th Dec Friday  Advent Feria  

18th Dec Saturday  Advent Feria  

19th Dec Sunday 9.00am Fourth Sunday of Advent 
(C) 

Jeff Kirkham, RIP 
                                 Barbara Kirkham 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   By request before either Sunday or Wednesday Mass. 

Pope Francis releases 
his prayer intention for 
the month of December, 
inviting everyone to pray 
for catechists, 
“summoned to announce 
the Word of God,” that 
they might “be its wit-
nesses, with courage and 
creativity, and in the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit, with 
joy and much peace.” 

ROTAS:- 
GREETERS 

12/12:  Pam & Margaret  
19/12:  Alicia Keen 
————————————————— 

READERS 
12/12:  Krystyna Taylor 
19/12:  Margaret Daniels 
————————————————— 

COUNTERS (Monthly) 
 

Rota to begin in January 
————–——-—————————— 

TEA & COFFEE 
 

Rota to begin in January 
—————————————–———

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Louise Wenn & Margaret Daniels 
—————–——-————————— 

CLEANING (2 Wkly) 
Church: 
13/12—Liz Hasselby & Rebecca Kirk 
27/12—Pam  & Margaret  
 
Church Hall and Liturgy Room: 

 Rota to begin in January 
————————————————— 
CHURCH HALL:  
Bookings: Bill Flanagan-01427874557 
Keys: Ray & Margaret Bassindale 
—————————————————— 

If you are unavailable on the date 
please arrange a substitute or contact 
either Helen Condliff (01427 753642) 

or Jane (01724 711434) 

If you would like to request an ornament dedi-
cated for your own special intention to be 
placed on the church Christmas tree please 
take one of the envelopes found at the back of 
church and return it by placing it in the collec-
tion basket. Thank you.    

This year’s Walk with 

Me (Advent Booklet—

£1) is available at the 

back of Church.  

St. Norbert’s 
Carol Service  
to be held on 
Monday the  
20th Decem-

ber at 
6.30pm.  

Sacrament of  
Reconciliation will be  

available before 9.00am  
Mass on Sunday 

Week 3 of Advent: Joy (or peace). The third candle sym-
bolizes Joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the 
shepherd’s great joy, the angels announced that Jesus 
came for humble, unimportant people like 
them, too. In liturgy, the colour rose signifies 
joy. 

St. Norbert’s 9.00am Christmas Day Mass:  
It has been decided to offer parishioners the  

opportunity to reserve a place at the  
Christmas Day Mass.  

To reserve a place please either give a name,  
contact number and number of places required 
to a steward or contact Jane on 01724711434 

or by email jane.sarsfield@talk21.com 

Christmas Cards:  for anyone wishing to bring cards for 
other parishioners a post box for the collection of cards 
will be available in the porch. Cards will be sorted and left 
for collection at all Masses. Any cards that remain after 
Christmas will be destroyed.  

http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/
http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/


Third Sunday of Advent (C) 

First Reading:            Zephaniah 3:14-18 
Theme: The Lord will dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day of festival. 
 

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! Rejoice, exult with all your heart, 
daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has repealed your sentence; he has driven your ene-
mies away. The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst;you have no more evil to fear. 
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem; Zion, have no fear, do not let 
your hands fall limp. The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He will 
exult with joy over you, he will renew you by his love; he will dance with shouts of joy 
for you as on a day of festival. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Sing and shout for joy  
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Second Reading:        Philippians 4:4-7 
Theme: The Lord is very near. 
 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happi-
ness. Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is no 
need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with pray-
er and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can 
understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God  
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia!  
    The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.  
    He has sent me to bring good news to the poor.   
    Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading:               Luke 3:10-18 
Theme: What must we do? 
 

When all the people asked John, 'What must we do?' he answered, 'If anyone has two 
tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the one with something to eat 
must do the same.' There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, and these 
said to him, 'Master, what must we do?' He said to them, 'Exact no more than your 
rate.' Some soldiers asked him in their turn, 'What about us? What must we do?' He 
said to them, 'No intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!' 
 A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to 
think that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, 'I baptise you 
with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I 
am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.' As well as 
this, there were many other things he said to exhort the people and to announce the 
Good News to them. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon:          Say to the faint of heart: be strong and do not fear. 
     Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

Tuesday 14th December St. John of the Cross: He died at Ubeda in Andalusia on 14th December 
1591. He was canonized in 1726, and declared a doctor of the Church in 1926. Together with St. Tere-
sa of Avila, he is an outstanding teacher of the ascetical  and mystical life. He was born John de Yepes 
at Fontiveros, a town between Salamanca and Avila in 1542. His father was disowned by his family 
for marrying beneath his social class. It may be that John was of Jewish descent as was St. Teresa of 
Avila. After his father's death, whilst John was an infant, his mother moved to Medina del Campo in 
order to earn a living. There John studied under the Jesuits, and also served as an apprentice for several 
trades ending up as a male nurse. John entered the Carmelite Order in 1563, and after his novitiate was 
sent to Salamanca for further studies. When he returned back to Medina del Campo he met St. Teresa 
of Avila, who convinced him to join her reform movement for the Carmelite friars and nuns. John 
changed his name from John of St. Matthias to John of the Cross, and threw himself wholeheartedly 
into the work of the reform of the Carmelites. This eventually resulted in the separation of the Order 
into the Calced and Discalced Carmelites. John suffered persecution from the Calced Carmelites, being 
kidnapped and held prisoner at Toledo. After holding various important positions within the Discalced 
Carmelites and having written several major works in theology including “The Dark Night of the 
Soul,” he died at Ubeda, just as he predicted, as the friars began the midnight office. 
The Post Communion prayer today states that God has “wonderfully made known the mystery of the 
Cross,” in the life of St. John. The saint experienced the cross in various ways: sickness, mortification , 
persecution and calumny, aridity and mystical trials. Some therefore think of St. John of the Cross as a 
man of excessive austerity, but this isn't so. His teaching was based on the principle of charity, and one 
of his admonitions was that during the evening of life we will be judged by how we have loved. The 
teaching of this mystical doctor has special significance for our sensate society, in which it is so easy 
to become attached to pleasure and to created goods. The path of detachment and self-denial is still the 
path that leads to union with God. As St. John once wrote, “Would that people might at last understand 
that it is impossible to attain to the thicket of manifold riches of the wisdom of God without entering 
into the thicket of manifold suffering, making that its consolation and desire!”  

Gaudete Sunday, Gaudete Sunday: Certain Sun-
days throughout the liturgical year have taken their 
names from the first word in Latin of the Introit (the 
Entrance Antiphon at Mass). Gaudete Sunday is 
one of these.  
Gaudete Sunday is a joyous celebration. Although 
it takes place during the usually penitential period 
of Advent, Gaudete Sunday serves as a mid-point 
break from the austere practices to rejoice in the 
nearness of Jesus's return. 
 
Entrance Antiphon: 
  
Gaudete in Domino semper; iterum dico.  
Gaudete Dominus enim prope est. 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 

 

Christmastide: 
 

Friday 24th December    5:00pm  St Bernadette’s 
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord   6:00pm Holy Souls 
       7:00pm St Bernadette’s 
     Polish  12.00 Midnight  Holy Souls’ 
 

Saturday 25th December       9:00am St. Norbert’s 
The Nativity of the Lord   10:00am St. Thomas’ 
      11:00am Holy Souls 
    Polish    4.30pm  Holy Souls’ 
 

Sunday 26th December      9:00am St. Norbert’s 
Feast of the Holy Family     9:30am Holy Souls’ 
      11:00am St. Bernadette’s 
         11:15am St. Thomas’ 
    Polish    4.30pm  Holy Souls’ 

Fr. Matthew has put on 
some additional confes-
sion times in our parish-
es in preparation for 
Christmas, and encour-
ages us all to go to con-
fession before the major 
feasts of the church. 
Monday 20th  
7-8pm St Bernadette’s. 
Wednesday 22nd  
  9.30-10am St. Norbert’s 
Thursday 23rd  
      7-8pm      Holy Souls 


