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Hospital:  If you wish to receive a visit 
from a priest while in hospital, or 
know someone who wishes to re-

ceive a visit, you must explicitly re-
quest this by ringing 01724844895. 
The clergy do not have access to 

patient lists produced by the hospital 

Pope Francis’ Tweet of the 
Week:  

Advent invites us to prepare ourselves 
for Christmas, welcoming Jesus without 
fear. If we open wide the doors of our 
life, everything takes on a new light and 
our family, work, suffering, health, friend-
ship, become opportunities to discover 
His consoling presence.  

If you are housebound,  
unable to attend Mass, and 
would like to receive Holy 

Communion please contact  
Fr. Matthew or Fr. Lim  

on 01724 844895  
to arrange a visit. 

Please remem-
ber in your  

prayers all those 
in our parish 

who are sick or  
housebound,  

and those whose   
anniversaries  
occur at this 

time 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are  
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment  receive  
You sacramentally, come at least  

spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were  
already there and unite myself  

wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You.  Amen. 

The month 
of  

December 
is  

dedicated 
to the  

Immaculate 
Conception 

Weekly Mass schedule for  St. Bernadette’s, Holy 
Souls and  St. Thomas’ Gainsborough  can be 

found on St. Bernadette’s website: 
www.stbernadettesashby.org   

As is traditional the 
collection taken at the  
Christmas Day Mass 
will be for our Parish 

Priests 

MASS TIMETABLE     

Date Day Time Liturgical Celebration Mass Intention 

19th Dec Sunday 9.00am Fourth Sunday of Advent 
(C) 

Jeff Kirkham, RIP 
                                 Barbara Kirkham 

20th Dec Monday  Advent Feria 

21st Dec Tuesday  Advent Feria or St. Peter Canisius (as a commemoration) 

22nd Dec Wed’day 9.30am 
10.00am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Advent Feria 

 
Mr. W. Fitzpatrick, RIP.  Angela Goss 

23rd Dec Thur’day  Advent Feria or St. John of Kanty (as a commemoration) 

24th Dec Friday  Advent Feria 

25th Dec Saturday 9.00am The Nativity of the Lord  - 
Christmas Day (Solemnity) 

People of the Parish and 
 Intentions on the Christmas Tree 

26th Dec Sunday 9.00am The Holy Family 
 

Intention of Sarsfield & Adams Families 
                                                            Jane 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   By request before either Sunday or Wednesday Mass. 

ROTAS:- 
GREETERS 

19/12:  Alicia Keen 
26/12:  Diiana Dillon 
————————————————— 

READERS 
19/12:  Margaret Daniels 
26/12:  Alan Gidney 
————————————————— 

COUNTERS (Monthly) 
 

Rota to begin in January 
————–——-—————————— 

TEA & COFFEE 
 

Rota to begin in January 
—————————————–———

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Louise Wenn & Margaret Daniels 
—————–——-————————— 

CLEANING (2 Wkly) 
Church: 
13/12—Liz Hasselby & Rebecca Kirk 
27/12—Pam  & Margaret  
 
Church Hall and Liturgy Room: 

 Rota to begin in January 
————————————————— 
CHURCH HALL:  
Bookings: Bill Flanagan-01427874557 
Keys: Ray & Margaret Bassindale 
—————————————————— 

If you are unavailable on the date 
please arrange a substitute or contact 
either Helen Condliff (01427 753642) 

or Jane (01724 711434) 

Monday: St. Norber t’s Carol 
Service 6.30pm, afterwards a 
drink and mince pies will be 

served in the church hall. 

Week 4 of Advent: Love (or adoration). The fourth  
candle represents peace and is called the 
"Angel’s Candle." The angels announced that 
Jesus came to bring peace--He came to bring 
people close to God and to each other again. 

St. Norbert’s 9.00am Christmas Day Mass:  
Don’t forget to reserve a place at the  

Christmas Day Mass.  
To reserve a place please either give a name,  

contact number and number of places re-
quired to a steward or contact Jane on 

01724711434 or by email 
jane.sarsfield@talk21.com 

Covid 19 update - Face masks: Following the govern-
ment’s announcement the wearing of face covering is man-
datory in Places of Worship and should be worn at Church 
services unless you are exempt.  

NATIVITY SCENE :  Also known as a creche, this tradition 
dates back to Saint Francis of Assisi, who is credited with  
creating the first live nativity scene in 1223 as a way to 
make public worship of Jesus part of the Christmas sea-
son. The recreation of the birth of Christ, featuring people 
dressed as Mary, Joseph and the shepherds, was meant 
to bring the Bible to life for a population of believers who 
were not literate. The use of small figures and elaborate 
displays was perfected during the 1700s in Naples, Italy. 
These recreations are featured in churches and homes 
around the world to this day. Typically the manger is kept 
empty and only filled with the baby Jesus on Christmas 
Day.   

May the radiant light of 
God’s blessing shine down 

on you and your loved 
ones this Christmas and 
remain with you always. 

People displaying any 
symptoms of covid-19 
should stay at home and 
not travel to church or 
participate in person.  

http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Advent?src=hashtag_click
http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/1991/12/22/travel/christmas-in-naples-home-of-the-creche.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1991/12/22/travel/christmas-in-naples-home-of-the-creche.html


Fourth Sunday of Advent (C) 

First Reading:         Micah 5:1-4 
Out of you will  be born the one who is to rule over Israel. 
 

The Lord says this: You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least of the clans of Judah, out of 
you will be born for me the one who is to rule over Israel; his origin goes back to the 
distant past, to the days of old. The Lord is therefore going to abandon them till the 
time when she who is to give birth gives birth. Then the remnant of his brothers will 
come back to the sons of Israel. He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the 
Lord, with the majesty of the name of his God. They will live secure, for from then on 
he will extend his power to the ends of the land. He himself will be peace. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  God of hosts, bring us back;  
    let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 

Second Reading:          Hebrews 10:5-10 
Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. 
 

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: You who wanted no sacrifice or ob-
lation, prepared a body for me. You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for 
sin; then I said, just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book, 'God, here I am! I 
am coming to obey your will.' Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law 
lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the holo-
causts and the sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he says: 
Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it 
with the second. And this will was for us to be made holy by the offering of his body 
made once and for all by Jesus Christ. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia!  
    I am the handmaid of the Lord:  
    let what you have said be done to me. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading:         Luke 1:39-45 
Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 
 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. 
She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth 
heard Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, 'Of all women you are the most blessed, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the 
mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by 
the Lord would be fulfilled.' 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son;  
     And his name will be called Emmanuel.  

Encountering God in your daily work For four 
Wednesdays, starting on 12th January at 7pm, 
the Diocese will be running an online course 
looking at how we can encounter Jesus in our 
daily work and how it can help us to grow in 
holiness too. We spend more hours in a week at 
work than doing most other activities (including 
going to church), so lets make an experience of 
daily glory rather than a daily grind. For more 
information visit: www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/
onlineevents  

If you would like to request an ornament dedi-
cated for your own special intention to be placed 
on the church Christmas tree please take one of 
the envelopes found at the back of church and 
return it by placing it in the collection basket. 
Thank you.    

Latin Mass: Please note, start-
ing from Saturday 1st January 
2022: there will be a Latin Mass 
at 11.00 am every Saturday 
morning at Holy Souls’ Church. 
On New Year’s Day only the 
Polish Mass will be offered at 12 
noon and thereafter every Satur-
day at 9.30 am. The usual Satur-
day 9.30 am Mass in English will 
be offered at 10.00 am at St Ber-
nadette’s Church instead  

 

Christmastide: 
 

Friday 24th December    5:00pm  St Bernadette’s 
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord   6:00pm Holy Souls 
       7:00pm St Bernadette’s 
             *  10.00pm Holy Souls 
    Polish 12.00 Midnight  Holy Souls’ 
 

Saturday 25th December           *   8.30am St. Bernadette’s  
       9:00am St. Norbert’s 
The Nativity of the Lord   10:00am St. Thomas’ 
      11:00am Holy Souls 
    Polish    4.30pm  Holy Souls’ 
 

Sunday 26th December      9:00am St. Norbert’s 
Feast of the Holy Family     9:30am Holy Souls’ 
      11:00am St. Bernadette’s 
         11:15am St. Thomas’ 
    Polish    4.30pm  Holy Souls’ 
* Please note the extra Christmas Masses. 

Christmas Cards:  for anyone wishing to bring cards for 
other parishioners a post box for the collection of cards 
will be available in the porch. Cards will be sorted and left 
for collection at all Masses. Any cards that remain after 
Christmas will be destroyed.  

Father God, when we 
consider your servant 
Mary, what we see is a 
humility and obedience 
that is so often lacking in 
our own lives. As we 
hear your word again, 
and consider the one 
through whose body you 
entered this world,  
remind us of the mean-
ing of humility and grant 
us a confidence of faith 
that knows your 
promises to us are 
always fulfilled. 
Amen 

CAFOD is combining efforts with the DEC to launch the 
Afghanistan Crisis Appeal. In Afghanistan 8 million people 
are on the brink of famine because of drought, collapsing 
economy, food shortages, conflict and COVID. CAFOD is 
supporting sister Caritas agencies to reach communities 
most in need with food, clean water, and fuel. During Ad-
vent, when we open ourselves to the needs of others, let’s 
do all that we can to save lives. You can donate on the 
CAFOD website: cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal  
and please remember in your prayers the people of Af-
ghanistan. 

Reflection: The persons in today’s liturgy show that God often surprises the obedient with what He 
will do. If we follow their example, we can show our worthiness of God’s coming to us in Christ at 
Christmas by arising from our sloth and becoming, like Micah, Mary, and Elizabeth, each in our different 
ways as they were different in theirs, God—bearers in our world that needs God so much. How we live 

our life can have a tremendous influence on others around us. We have the power to bring Christ’s love, com-
passion, mercy, and friendship to those around us, particularly to those who are close to us. John the Baptist in 
Elizabeth’s womb recognized Jesus in Mary’s womb and was filled with joy. Others around us can recognize 
the presence of Christ within us and also be filled with joy. We can bring to them what their hearts are search-
ing for. The presence of Christ in our midst leads us into joy, because the one we expect is already here. On 
this final Sunday of Advent, God through the prophet Micah promises a unique Saviour, born in David’s town of 
Bethlehem; a Saviour who will stand and feed his flock and establish peace. 


