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Hospital:  If you wish to receive a visit 
from a priest while in hospital, or know 

someone who wishes to receive a 
visit, you must explicitly request this 
by ringing 01724844895. The clergy 
do not have access to patient lists 

produced by the hospital 

Pope Francis’ Tweet of the 
Week:  

Would that all of us in the 
Church were what we already are 
by virtue of baptism: prophets, 
witnesses, missionaries of the 
Lord, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, to the ends of the earth  

If you are housebound,  
unable to attend Mass, and 
would like to receive Holy 

Communion please contact  
Fr. Matthew or Fr. Lim  

on 01724 844895  
to arrange a visit. 

Please remem-
ber in your  

prayers all those 
in our parish 

who are sick or  
housebound,  

and those whose   
anniversaries  
occur at this 

time 

An Act of Spiritual Communion: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are  
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I de-

sire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment  receive  

You sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were  
already there and unite myself  
wholly to You. Never permit me 

to be separated from You.  
Amen. 

The month 
of  

January is  
dedicated 

to the  
 Holy Name 

of Jesus  

Weekly Mass schedule for  St. Bernadette’s, Holy Souls 
and  St. Thomas’ Gainsborough  can be found on St. 
Bernadette’s website: www.stbernadettesashby.org   

Diary of Events (at a glance): 
 

16/01:  Day of Special Prayer for Peace (Peace Sun) 
18/01:  Start of the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
23/01:  Second Collection for Sick and Retired      
  Priests’ Fund. 
23/01:  Sunday of the Word of God. 
30/01:  Day of Special Prayer for Radical Justice. 
02/02:  The Presentation of the Lord—Candlemas 
02/02:  Day of Special Prayer for Consecrated Life 

MASS TIMETABLE     

Date Day Time Liturgical Celebration Mass Intention 

9th Jan Sunday 9.00am The Baptism of the Lord Kathleen Hunt, RIP 
                                        Hunt Family 

10th Jan Monday  Feria 

11th Jan Tuesday  Feria 

12th Jan Wed’day 10.00am Feria or St. Aelred of  
Rievaulx (optional mem.) 

Patrick McHale, RIP 
                       Helen & Terry Condliff 

13th Jan Thur’day  Feria or St. Hilary (optional memorial) 

14th Jan Friday  Feria 

15th Jan Saturday  Feria or Saturday Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

16th Jan Sunday 9.00am Second Sunday of  
            Ordinary Time (C) 

Intention of Barbara Kirkham 
                                                     Steff 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   By request before either Sunday or Wednesday Mass. 

ROTAS:- 
GREETERS 

09/01: Chris O’Mara 
16/01:  Elizabeth Hasselby 
————————————————— 

READERS 
09/01:  Pam Tonge 
16/01:  Izzy Wenn 
————————————————— 

COUNTERS (Monthly) 
 

Rota Suspended until further notice 
————–——-—————————— 

TEA & COFFEE 
 

Rota Suspended until further notice 
—————————————–———

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Louise Wenn & Margaret Daniels 
—————–——-————————— 

CLEANING (2 Wkly) 
Church: 
10/01—Kate Ogle 
24/01—Margaret Watson 
 

Church Hall and Liturgy Room: 
 Rota Suspended until further notice 
————————————————— 
CHURCH HALL:  
Bookings: Bill Flanagan-01427874557 
Keys: Ray & Margaret Bassindale 
—————————————————— 

If you are unavailable on the date 
please arrange a substitute or contact 
either Helen Condliff (01427 753642) 

or Jane (01724 711434) 

Face masks: Following the 
government’s announcement 
the wearing of face covering is 
mandatory in Places of Wor-
ship and should be worn at 
Church services unless you are exempt.  
 

People displaying any symptoms of covid-19 should 
stay at home and not travel to church or participate in 
person.  

GREEN is the liturgical colour of Ordinary Time that we find 
on priestly vestments and in our church decor. It is the col-
our of life and hope. Ordinary Time is divided into two time 
periods. Following the Baptism of our Lord is the first peri-
od, which continues until Ash Wednesday. Pentecost Sun-
day starts the second period of Ordinary Time, the longest 
liturgical season, as it continues until the Advent season 
begins again. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, in 
your love you have called us 
to know you, led us to trust 
you, and bound our life with 
yours. Surround us with your 
love, and protect us from 
evil. Fill us with the holy spirit 
that we may walk in 
the way of Christ, and 
grow in the knowledge 
of your love. Amen. 

Reflection: In today’s readings we are reminded of God’s kind-
ness, compassion and love for all mankind; so much so that he 
sent his beloved Son, and poured out the ongoing gift of his crea-
tive Spirit upon us to redeem us. The first reading offers words of 
consolation and hope to God’s people in exile. The Lord comes 
with power to restore and protect his people, like a shepherd who 
guides and nourishes them. Paul’s letter tells us that through his 
life and his giving of himself, Jesus embodied the kindness and 
love of God. The life-giving gifts of the Holy Spirit were re-
vealed and shared with all. Today’s gospel describes the descent 
of the Holy Spirit on Jesus whilst he was at prayer, emphasizing 
the importance of both the Spirit and of prayer in Jesus’s life  

The Holy Father's Inten-
tions for the Month of 
January. For true  
human fraternity:   
We pray for all those 
suffering from religious 
discrimination and per-
secution; may their own 
rights and dignity be 
recognized, which origi-
nate from being broth-
ers and sisters in the 
human family. 

http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01_1.cfm
http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/


The Baptism of the Lord (C) 

First Reading:        Is 40:1-5.9-11 
Theme: The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it. 
 

'Console my people, console them,' says your God. 'Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 
and call to her that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has 
received from the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.' 
A voice cries, 'Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight highway 
for our God across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be 
laid low, let every cliff become plain,and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the lord 
shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.' 
Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. Shout with a loud voice, joyful 
messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, 'Here is your 
God.' Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. The 
prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him. He is like a shepherd 
feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding them against his breast and 
leading to their rest the mother ewes. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:   Bless the Lord, my soul!  
    Lord God, how great you are! 
 

Second Reading:               Tt 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
Theme: He saved us by the cleansing water of rebirth and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit. 
 

God's grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for the whole hu-
man race and taught us that what we have to do is to give up everything that does not 
lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be self restrained and live good 
and religious lives here in this present world, while we are waiting in hope for the 
blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour 
Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from all wickedness 
and to purify a people so that it could be his very own and would have no ambition 
except to do good. 
 When the kindness and love of God our Saviour for mankind were revealed, it 
was not because he was concerned with any righteous actions we might have done 
ourselves; it was for no reason except his own compassion that he saved us, by 
means of the cleansing water of rebirth and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit which 
he has so generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our Saviour. He did this so 
that we should be justifies by his grace, to become heirs looking forward to inheriting 
eternal life.  
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia!  
    Someone is coming, said John, someone greater than I. 
    He will baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading:        Lk 3:15-16.21-22 
Theme: While Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened. 
 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think 
that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, 'I baptise you with  

water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am  
not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.' 
 Now when all the people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own bap-
tism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily 
shape, like a dove, And a voice came from the heaven, 'You are my Son, the Beloved; 
my favour rests with you.' 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon:   Behold the one of whom John said: 
     I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 

We commemorate today Jesus' baptism in the River Jordan. 
John The Baptist baptised all those who wished to repent of 
their sins. Jesus of course didn't have any personal sins. So he 
didn't need to be baptised personally. But he was baptised in 
order to consecrate all water, making it holy for baptism. He 
was also baptised to show us the great importance of baptism. 

He was giving an example which we must all follow. St. Augustine says “The Lord 
desired to be baptised, so that he might freely proclaim through his humility what 
for us was to be a necessity.” His Church has always stressed the importance of 
baptism, from the time the Lord commanded his apostles to go and baptise all the 
nations, as we read at the end of Matthew’s Gospel. 
 Part of our human condition means that we are born with original sin. This is some-
thing we inherit as part of our human nature from our first parents. It is transmitted 
as an "inextricable part of our fallen human nature, by generation not by imitation, 
and is to be found individually in each one of us, " as Pope Paul VI said.  It means 
that left in this state we are unable to please God because we have a natural ten-
dency to sin. We are attracted towards evil as well as towards good. Baptism helps 
because it washes away original sin, and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Our 
Lord's baptism is a good model for us. In it we see that after he was baptised he 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit, which came down on him visibly in the form of a 
dove. Then God the Father declared that Jesus was his beloved Son. In baptism 
the same things happened to us. We received the Holy Spirit, and also became 
God's sons and daughters.  This sacrament changed us forever.  Fr. Matthew 

Next Sunday, 16th January, is PEACE SUNDAY and this year Pope Francis asks 
us to think about ‘Education, work and dialogue between generations: tools for 
building lasting peace’.  
In this country we have an active Catholic peace movement in Pax Christi, which 
does a great deal of good work to promote peace and nonviolence through parish-
es, schools and social media. Their website suggests many ways we can all be-
come better peacemakers. There are activities for families to do at home, including 
a peace liturgy for young children. https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2022 
In his message to parishes Pax Christi's National President, Archbishop Malcolm 
McMahon says: "This year has been one of unprecedented and continuing chal-
lenges. We are all conscious of the need to restore and rebuild our communities 
here and around the world, accepting that we need new ways of working and relat-
ing to each other. The Christian message of peace, through reconciliation, justice 
and nonviolence, can offer hope and direction in these times. I invite you to seri-
ously consider facilitating a collection for, or making a donation to, the work of Pax 
Christi at this time as a way to make a practical contribution to continuing the work 
of peace."  
Pax Christi needs our support to keep going.  


