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Hospital:  If you wish to receive a visit 
from a priest while in hospital, or know 

someone who wishes to receive a visit, you 
must explicitly request this by ringing 01724 

844895. The clergy do not have access to 
patient lists produced by the hospital 

Pope Francis’ Tweet of the Week:  
The young must dialogue with the old, and 
the old with the young. And this bridge will be 
the transmission of wisdom in humanity, be-
cause the elderly are like the roots of the 
tree, and the young are like the flowers and 
the fruit.  

If you are housebound,  una-
ble to attend Mass, and would 

like to receive Holy  
Communion please contact Fr. 
Matthew or Fr. Lim on 01724 

844895 to arrange a visit. 

Please remember in 
your  prayers all those in 
our parish who are sick 

or housebound, and 
those whose anniver-

saries occur at this time 

Diary of Events (at a glance): 
 

27/02:  AGM after Mass in the church hall. 
 

01/03:  St. David, Bishop,  
  Patron of Wales (Feast) 
02/03:  Ash Wednesday  -   
          A day of fasting & abstinence 
06/03:  CAFOD envelopes to be given out 
11/03:  CAFOD Lend Fast Day 
11/03:  Day of Special Prayer for the  
      Needy and Hungry of the World 
13/03:  CAFOD Lenten Fast Day  
   Envelopes collected 
17/03:  St. Patrick, Bishop.  
  Patron of Ireland (Feast) 
19/03:  St. Joseph, Spouse of the  
      Blessed Virgin Mary (Solemnity) 
25/03:  The Annunciation of the Lord 
(Solemnity) 
27/03:  Start of British Summer Time,  

MASS TIMETABLE     

Date Day Time Liturgical Celebration Mass Intention 

27th Feb Sunday 9.00am Eighth Sunday of  
            Ordinary Time (C) 

Kevin Proctor, RIP 
                                         Alicia Keen 

28th Feb Monday  Feria  

1st Mar Tuesday  St. David, Patron of Wales (Feast) 

2nd Mar Wed’day 10.00am Ash Wednesday 
Stations of the Cross 

David Roys, RIP 
                           Pat & Bill Flanagan 

3rd Mar Thur’day  Lenten Feria 

4th Mar Friday  Lenten Feria or St. Casimir (as a commemoration) 

5th Mar Saturday  Lenten Feria 

6th Mar Sunday 9.00am First Sunday of Lent (C) Cynthia Anne Manderson, RIP 
                                  Linda Geraghty 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   Sunday: 8.45am  -  8.55am. 
By request before Wednesday Mass. 

ROTAS:- 
GREETERS 

27/02:  Kate Ogle 
06/03:  Chris O’Mara 
————————————————— 

READERS 
27/02:  Pam Tonge 
06/03:  Izzy Wenn 
————————————————— 

COUNTERS (Monthly) 
Counting rota suspended until April 
when new counting forms from the  
Diocese will be introduced. 
————–——-—————————— 

TEA & COFFEE 
27/02:  Margaret Daniels & Kim Baron 
06/03:  Kate & Margaret 
—————————————–———

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Louise Wenn & Margaret Daniels 
—————–——-————————— 

CLEANING (2 Wkly) 
Church: 
21/02—Elizabeth & Rebecca 
07/03—Pam & Margaret  
 

Church Hall and Liturgy Room: 
 Helen Condliff & Margaret Daniels 
————————————————— 
CHURCH HALL:  
Bookings: Bill Flanagan-01427874557 
Keys: Ray & Margaret Bassindale 
—————————————————— 

If you are unavailable on the date 
please arrange a substitute or contact 
either Helen Condliff (01427 753642) 

Mass Intentions:  
If you required a Mass Inten-

tion for a particular date please 
make your request sooner 

rather than later. As there are 
only so many Sunday and 

Wednesday Masses available 
every effort will be made to 

fulfil all requests. 

Mass times for Ash Wednesday 
  9.30am Mass at  Holy Souls  
10.00am Mass at  St. Norbert’s  
11.00am Polish Mass at Holy Souls. 
  7.00pm Mass at  St. Bernadette’s   
  7.00pm Mass at       St. Thomas  

At George’s requested the collection  
taken at his Requiem Mass is for the  
parish of St. Norbert’s. The amount  
collected was £204.50. Thank you. 

Church Bank Details:   St Norbert Crowle RCP   
Account No: 00481239     

Sort Code: 30-97-44  

When we received Our Lord in Holy  
Communion we should received Him  

with reverence and care.  
Please consume the precious host  

immediately upon receiving it from the priest. 

TODAY The Parish 
AGM will be held in 
the church hall after 
Sunday Mass.  
Everyone welcome. 

After Mass why not 
come to the church hall 
for  tea / coffee 
and a chat. 

During Lent Stations of 
the Cross will be 

said after the 10am 
Wednesday  

morning Mass. 

Prayer and fasting for 
peace:  Speaking at the 
end of the General Audi-
ence last Wednesday, 
Pope Francis invited eve-
ryone to make 2nd March, 
Ash Wednesday, a Day of 
Fasting for Peace.  
“I encourage believers in a 
special way to dedicate 
themselves intensely to 
prayer and fasting on that 
day. May the Queen of 
Peace preserve the world 
from the madness of war,” 
he said. 

This year’s Lenten Walk with Me Booklet (£1) is 
available at the back of Church. The booklet has 
been prepared with great care to help us make the 
most of this precious season 

Please check the weekly Mass schedule for St. Bernadette’s, Holy Souls and St. Thomas’ 
Gainsborough on St. Bernadette’s website: www.stbernadettesashby.org for any changes. 

http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/old?src=hashtag_click
http://www.stbernadettesashby.org/


8th Sunday of Ordinary Time (C) 

First Reading:            Ecclesiasticus 27:4-7 
Theme: Do not praise a man before he has spoken. 
 

In a shaken sieve the rubbish is left behind,  
so too the defects of a man appear in his talk.  
The kiln tests the work of the potter,  
the test of a man is in his conversation.  
The orchard where the tree grows is judged on the quality of its fruit,  
similarly a min’s words betray what he feels.  
Do not praise a man before he has spoken,  
since this is the test of men. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:   It is good to give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

Second Reading:               1 Corinthians 15:54-58 
Theme: He has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

When this perishable nature has put on imperishability, and when this mortal nature 
has put on immortality, then the words of scripture will come true: Death is swallowed 
up in victory. Death, where is you victory? Death, where is your sting? Now the sting 
of death is sin, and sin gets its power from the Law. So let us thank God for giving us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Never give in then, my dear brothers, never admit defeat; keep on working at the 
Lord’s work always, knowing that, in the Lord, you cannot be labouring in vain. 
 The word of the Lord.  R/. Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia:  Alleluia! Alleluia!  
   Open our heart, O Lord, 
   to accept the words of your Son. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Reading:             Luke 6:39-45 
Theme: A man’s words flow out of what fills his heart. 
 

Jesus told a parable to his disciples. ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely both 
will fall into a pit? The disciple is not superior to his teacher, the fully trained disciple 
will always be like his teacher. Why do you observe the splinter in your brother’s eye 
and never notice the plank in your own? How can you say to your brother, “Brother, let 
me take out the splinter that is in your eye,” when you cannot see the plank in your 
own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly 
enough to take out the splinter that is in your brother’s eye. 
‘There is no sound tree that produces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree that produces 
sound fruit. For every tree can be told by its own fruit; people do not pick figs from 
thorns, now gather grapes from brambles. A good man draws what is good from the 
store of goodness in his heart; a bad man draws what is bad from the store of bad-
ness. For a man’s words flow out of what fills his heart.’ 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  R/. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Communion Antiphon:   I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, 
     Sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High.  

Fr. Matthew’s Catechism: What can I do in Lent to make it different? 
Lent is a time of spiritual preparation for Easter, especially for those preparing for baptism 
at the Easter Vigil. Therefore, three forms of good works are emphasized- prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. We can begin to pray each day if we have got out of the habit. The Walk 
With Me prayer booklets are available to help with this in the Church porch. Please make 
a donation to the parish. You could also attend a weekday Mass, particularly the early 
8am Mass at St. Bernadette’s, starting again next week, or the 6pm Mass, for those who 
work. There are also various times for the Stations of the Cross each week in each par-
ish. Fasting means we abstain from some form of food or drink, or we reduce the amount 
we eat or drink. Remember that Ash Wednesday is a special day of fasting and absti-
nence. This means we significantly reduce the amount we eat, and abstain from meat. In 
order to fast throughout Lent, we could also eat something we don’t like which is good for 
us, or give up something we enjoy. Finally there is almsgiving. How many of us give regu-
larly to a charity of our choice, or look out for opportunities to help those in need each 
day? Added together, all of our almsgiving practised in this way would make a real differ-
ence to those around us. 

Reflection: Today’s Gospel is telling us not to 
be too quick to see the shortcomings of others if 
we are unable to see and accept our own. We 
may spend a lot of time talking about what is 

wrong with other people – in their absence, but may 
not be prepared to bring our grievances for open dia-
logue with the people concerned. We also can live 
under the illusion that if other people change then we 
will be happy, but why should other people change 
just for me? Perhaps I need to change. I can be in 
charge of my own life and stop trying to change oth-
ers. I can judge myself by the standards of Jesus: a 
good tree bears good fruit.   

Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of the year other than solemnities are days of  
penance, on which abstinence from meat is obligatory for all those aged fourteen  
and over; fasting is obligatory for those between the ages of eighteen and sixty on  
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, which are both days of fasting & abstinence.  
The Bishops of England & Wales teach that, by acts of penance, ‘every Catholic  
identifies with Christ in his Death on the Cross. We do so in prayer, through uniting the suf-
ferings and sacrifices in our lives with those of Christ’s passion; in fasting, by dying to self in 
order to be close to Christ; in almsgiving, by demonstrating our solidarity with the sufferings 
of Christ in those in need. All three forms of penance form a vital part of Christian living.’  

Prayer: Lord, I love You and 
I give my life to You.  I pray 
that I may be planted in the 
fertile soil of Your abundant 
love and mercy.  Help me to 
be nourished by the life of 
grace You have lavished 
upon me and, as I grow in 
holiness, bring forth an 
abundance of good 
fruit in my life.  Jesus, I 
trust in You.  

A story to illustrates how blind we can be to our own faults.  
‘In a community of monks there was a young monk who had committed a serious fault which 
was brought to the attention of his brothers. Immediately the elder monks assembled in commu-
nity to cast judgement on him. However, according to their rule of life, they could not proceed 
until the Abbot joined them. So they sent him a message. “Come, the community is waiting for 
you.” So the Abbot arose, and taking an old basket riddled with holes, he filled it with fine sand. 
Then he started off carrying the basket on his back.  Naturally, as he went along, he left a trail 
of sand in his wake. The elders came out to meet him and asked him what he meant by this 
strange behaviour. He replied: “My sins are running out behind me. Everywhere I go I leave a 
trail of faults after me, only most of the time I don’t see them myself. Now, today, you want me 
to sit in judgement on my brother.” On hearing this the elders felt ashamed of themselves. So 
they abandoned the trial and pardoned their brother.’  
Lord, grant me the serenity to accept the people I cannot change, the courage to change the 
one I can, and the wisdom to know that person is ME.   


